Exercise.	99
lofty fugues, or the whole symphony with artful and unima-
ginable touches adorn and grace the well-studied chords of
some choice composer. Sometimes the lute or soft
organ-stop, waiting on elegant voices either to religious,
martial, or civil ditties, which, if wise men and prophets be
not extremely out, have a great power over dispositions
and manners, to smooth and make them gentle from
rustic harshness and distempered passions.' The same
rest, with the s^me accompaniment, is to follow after food.
About two hours before supper, which I suppose would
be at about seven or eight o'clock, 'they are by a sudden
alarum or watchword to be called out to their military mo-
tions under sky or covert, according to the season, as was
the Roman wont, first on foot, then, as their age permits,
on horseback, to all the arts of cavalry; that having in
sport, but with much exertion and daily muster, served
out the rudiments of their soldiership in all the skill of
encamping, marching, embattelling, fortifying, besieging
and battering, with all the help of ancient and modern
stratagems, tactics, and warlike maxims, they may, as it
were, out of*a long war come forth renowned and perfect
commanders in the service «of their country.' Milton
had good reason to desire the formation of the nucleus of
a citizen army, and much service might be rendered by
our school rifle corps if they were organised on a more
serious and laborious model.
In Milton's institution the vacations were intended to
be short, but the time was not all to be spent in work
without a break. * In those vernal seasons of the year,
when the air is calm and pleasant, it were an injury and
sullenness against nature not to go out and see her riches,
and partake in her rejoicing with heaven and earth. I
should not therefore be a persuader to them of studying
much then, after two or three years, that they have well
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